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Abstract

The study examined the views of secondary teachers on artificial
intelligence (Al) technology in the control and prevention of crime in
school in llorin West, Kwara State. The research employed a descriptive
survey research design and data were gathered from 390 respondents
who sampled using a multi-stage sampling technique. A researcher-
designed instrument was utilised for data collection and it was validated
through Content Validity Ratio (CVR) which yielded 0.72 for Al
awareness, 0.83 1A effectiveness and 0.71 for challenges. The reliability
index 0.85, 0.83 and 0.79 respectively were obtained visa Cronbach’s
alpha. Data were analysed with the use of descriptive statistics like the
percentage, mean and standard deviation. Based on the findings from
the study, there was a high level of perceived practical challenges,
moderate views of effectiveness and fairly high level of awareness of Al
technology in the control and prevention of crime rate in secondary
schools. These stemmed from infrastructural deficiencies, insufficient
technical competence, and socio-cultural concerns, alongside the
Technology Acceptance Model and social control viewpoints. It was
determined that operative Al implementation requires infrastructure
investment, practical teacher training, vibrant policy frameworks, and
community involvement to address difficulties and increase adoption.
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Introduction

The increasing problem concerning misconduct in educational
establishments has appeared as a noteworthy matter for teachers
globally of which Nigeria is not in exclusion. Misconduct such as theft,
bullying, cyberbullying, physical assault, drug use and vandalism are
some of the problems secondary school students are experiencing in
Nigeria. These invariably escalating the concerns of stakeholders in
education regarding secondary school students’ safety and the learning
environment (Adebayo & lleuma, 2023). School-related crimes in
recent times have assumed different dimensions to the extent of needing
control and prevention mechanisms to forestall further occurrence
(Adebayo & lleuma, 2023). This calls for the adoption of twenty-first-
century technologies, such as artificial intelligence (Al), to mitigate the
associated challenges at secondary school level. This triggers a
persistent enquiry among teachers, parents, and policymakers: it is
pertinent to safeguard the Nigerian school system and address the
Nigerian educational institutions from becoming breeding grounds for
insecurity.

Artificial Intelligence (Al) has been seen as a significant tool in
contemporary societies which manifest in all structural aspects of the
society, including education. Adopting it into school security initiative
may enhance school safety architecture, especially in public secondary
schools (Chime et’al., 2025). It is no gain saying that Al devices, like
surveillance systems and predictive analytics, have been generally
utilised to improve safety net in didactic milieus. Yet, the concern of
people in the society is disparities in its” adoption and access amid rural
and urban centres (Okeke et’al 2024). Furthermore, teachers'
perceptions about the effectiveness of Al in preventing schoolroom
ferocity suggestively impact its use. In fact, their attitudes and beliefs
toward school crime control and prevention are so significant if long-
term success of these initiatives is to be achieved (Okeke et’ al, 2024).

School crime in Nigeria has extended beyond the modest
misdemeanour.  Hirschfield (2018) contended that learners’
wrongdoings stereotypically reflect larger structural difficulties like
community violence, weak institutional legitimacy and poverty.
Nigerian secondary schools are bedeviled by different forms of
challenges. For instance, classrooms regularly exceed the ration of 60
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learners to a teacher, while security workforce is scanty. More so,
professional growth of teachers in Al technology is limited (Adebayo &
lleuma, 2023). These criteria generate situations where conflicts easily
escalate, supervision is insufficient at the same time both staff and
students are likely to resort into unlawful means. Therefore, to
understand school crime rate requires scrutinizing not only individual
behaviour but also institutional capacity building and resource
constraints.

Artificial intelligence has been projected as one response to crime
prevention. Proponents of the argument claimed that Al surveillance
systems may produce consistent monitoring, predictive algorithms could
also identify risk management on students, and automated analysis may
reveal distrustful behaviours (Okoh, 2024). Although, whether Al
should prevent the structural roots of Nigerian school crime than just to
identifying its signs remains uncertain. Besides, Al systems established
for Western schools may not properly transmit to Nigerian contexts with
various cultural norms, infrastructure and crime patterns.

Schools employing Al to combat crime must make ethical decisions,
which requires teachers to rapidly familiarise themselves with the latest
technological advancements. Some Al tools misclassify students from
smaller communities as high-risk, exacerbating existing inequalities. In
Nigeria, the lack of stable leadership within institutions further
undermines confidence, causing guardians to feel anxious about the
potential exposure of personal information. The degree to which
teachers adopt these systems is often influenced by factors such as
transparency, equitable decision-making, and the safeguarding of
children's data, especially amidst limited resources. Some teachers hold
back from bringing Al into classrooms, worried about what it means for
student information safety; despite trusting its technology abilities. Not
every study agrees on whether artificial intelligence actually makes
schools safer. In some wealthy U.S. districts, people say crimes have
dropped, yet people rarely hear what happens where funds run thin,
such as in Nigerian institutions. Success often depends on those who
had believed on the workability of the devices. The implementation may
not be successful when there is strong local opposition or when teachers
do not offer their support.
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This study fills a major gap in the literature on how Nigerian teachers
view Al's potential to prevent school crimes. The majority of current
research were based on contexts with significantly different
infrastructural, cultural, and institutional conditions, and it
disproportionately looks at Al for educational rather than security uses.
This is why this study investigated teachers’ perception on control and
prevention of school crimes using Al in llorin west, Kwara State,
Nigeria.

Schools in Nigeria have been experiencing a surge in school crime,
which has been a concern to different stakeholders in education. Olaifa,
et’al (2024) reported that about 67% of the schools they studied
recorded serious security incidents, and this figure rose to 73% in
Kwara State. The weakness of existing security arrangements has
therefore led to growing discussions about whether Al-based
technologies could help improve safety in schools. A pilot study
involving 25 secondary school teachers in llorin West was carried out to
seek their views on the adoption and use of Al for prevention and
control of school-related crime. The findings revealed that the majority
of teachers (50.0%) expressed a willingness to accept the use of Al,
provided it aligns with the school and community culture and addresses
privacy concerns.

Despite the frantic efforts made by school administrators and other
stakeholders to minimise crime in secondary schools across Kwara
State, secondary schools in llorin West are not exempt from these
issues. Yet persistent incidences of students’ misconduct, such as theft,
bullying, examination malpractice, and other irregular behaviours, still
exist. The study revealed that traditional security measures are not
adequate enough to counter insecurities in the region, and this
recognises the ability of artificial intelligence to help the schools in
identifying, controlling and preventing criminal behaviours. It is
therefore important to seek teachers’ perceptions concerning Al security
control measures, as their adoption and application procedures will
significantly determine the effectiveness of the Al security apparatus in
promoting safety in schools.
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As significant as teachers’ views are, extant studies on Al and security
in education focused more on teachers’ views on integration of
technology in teaching but were less focused on technology and school
security. Hence, this study addressed this gap by emphasising the
teachers’ perceptions of control and prevention of school crime using Al
among secondary school students in llorin West, Kwara State. This
study specifically aimed to:

i. determine the level of teachers’ awareness in Al-powered tools

in preventing and controlling school crime;

ii. examine the way secondary school teachers in llorin West
perceived the effectiveness of Al technologies in
preventing and controlling student crime; and

iii. determine the way llorin West secondary school teachers view
the real-world difficulties of using Al to prevent and control
crime in classrooms.

Research Questions

1. What is the level of teachers’ awareness in Al-powered tools in
preventing and controlling school crime?

2. How do secondary school teachers in Ilorin West perceived the
effectiveness of Al technologies in preventing and controlling
student crime?

3. How do Ilorin West secondary school teachers view the real-
world difficulties of using Al to prevent and control crime in
classrooms?

Methods

This study adopted a descriptive research design of survey type to
examine teachers' perceptions on control and prevention of school crime
using Al among secondary school students in llorin West, Kwara State.
The choice of the design was that it allows for the systematic gathering
of quantitative data on awareness, and challenges using structured
instruments.

The population for the study comprises all secondary school teachers in
Kwara State while target population consist of public secondary schools
in the study area. Public secondary school teachers were chosen because
they regularly come in contact with more students with diverse
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backgrounds, making them having broader knowledge about school
crime challenges. There are 39 public secondary schools in llorin west
with population of 1,125 secondary school teachers (Kwara State
Ministry of Education, 2025). A sample of 390 teachers was chosen
employing a multi-stage sampling procedure. Simple random sampling
was conducted within each stratum to select 10 secondary school
teachers from 39 public secondary school totaling 390 teachers.

The instrument used for data collection was researcher-designed
questionnaire titled "Teachers' Perceptions on Al for School Crime
Control Questionnaire™ (TPAISCCQ). It was validated using Content
Validity Ration (VAR) technique. The instrument comprised three
sections. Sections A consist of demographic data such as gender,
teaching experience and qualifications. Sections B comprised 10 items
on perceived Al awareness with 4 points Likert-scale ranging Not
Aware=1 Slightly Aware=2, Very Aware=3 and Extremely Aware=4.
Sections C addressed perception of teachers on the effectiveness of Al
in controlling and preventing school crimes 4 point Likert-scale of
Extremely Effective=4, Very Effective=3, Slightly Effective=2, and Not
Effective at all=1 and Section D gather data on perceived challenges for
the adoption of Al for controlling and prevention of school crimes with
4 point Liker-scale range from Strongly Agree=4, Agree-3, Not
Agree=2 and Strongly Not Agree=1 The instrument was validate
through Content Validity Ratio (CVR) procedure which yielded 0.72 for
Al awareness, 083 for Al effectiveness and 0.71 for potential
challenges. A trial test involving 30 teachers who were not included in
the sample showed that the questionnaire was reliable, with an internal
consistency Cronbach's alpha of 0.85, 0.83 and 0.79 respectively. The
data were collected sequel to the approval from the principals of the
selected schools. The consent of the teachers was sought by giving them
informed consent form and they were voluntarily agreed to participate.
After which, they were briefed about the aims and objectives of the
research. The questionnaire was administered to them during staff
meetings and break period which yielded high response rate. The data
analysis was carried out using descriptive statistics of frequencies, mean
rating, and standard deviations.
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Results
Research Question 1: What is the level of teachers’ awareness in Al-
powered tools in preventing and controlling school crime?

Table 1: Teachers' Awareness Al-Powered Tools for Preventing and
Controlling School Crime

Scale of Measurement Frequency Percentage (%)

EA 195 50.0
VA 93 23.85
SA 71 18.21
NA 31 7.94
Total 390 100.00

NB: Not Aware = NA, Slight Aware = SA, Very Aware = VA, and
Extreme Aware = EA

Table 1 shows the level of teachers' awareness with Al-powered tools in
preventing and controlling school crime. It shows that 195 (50.0%) were
perceived to be extremely aware of Al tools in preventing and
controlling school crime, 93 (23.85%) were very aware, 71 (18.21%)
were slightly aware and 31 (7.94%) were not aware. This indicates that
the majority of teachers (50.00%) were highly aware of the potential of
the Al tools in preventing and controlling the school crime in llorin
West, Kwara State.

Research Question 2: How do secondary school teachers in llorin West
perceived the effectiveness of Al technologies in preventing and
controlling student crime?
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Table 2: Mean Ranking of Teacher Perceived Effectiveness of Al
for Crime Control and Prevention

S/IN Effectiveness of Al Mean Std. Rank Remarks
technologies in preventing
and controlling crime
In my opinion:

1 Al surveillance will support 391 085 2 Effective
teachers in maintaining
school safety

2 Al surveillance installation 258 091 8 Effective
will discourage students from
criminal acts

3 Al systems will suit current 277 090 4 Effective
school security challenges

4 Al helps identify studentsat  2.68 0.93 6 Effective
risk of criminal behaviour

5 Al enhances response time 272 087 5 Effective
during emergencies

6 Al is more effective than 264 096 7 Effective
traditional security methods

7 Al prevents bullying and 283 084 3 Effective
physical fights

8 Al-based CCTV reduces theft 3.98 0.78 1 Effective
and vandalism

9 Al-supported surveillance 256 098 9 Effective
helps detect violent behaviour
early

10 Al improves monitoring of 250 101 10 Effective
restricted school areas

Mean 2.90 Effective

Average

Table 2 reveals that teachers thought Al technology was effective at
stopping and regulating crime in schools, with an average score of 2.90.
The results suggest that most individuals think that Al-powered CCTV
systems can stop theft and damage. Teachers also said that Al
surveillance increased school safety. This shows that schools value Al's
ability to ensure safety in a timely and clear manner. However, a
number of predictive and behavioural task elements, such as identifying
violent behaviour early, monitoring restricted locations, and preventing
crime, had lower average scores. These kinds of findings may suggest



Abdulrasaq Olatunji Balogun 9

that teachers are unsure or afraid of how well Al can solve issues on a
bigger scale.

Research Question 3: How do llorin West secondary school teachers
view the real-world difficulties of using Al to prevent and control crime
in classrooms?

Table 3: Perceived Practical Challenges of Implementing Al for
Crime Prevention and Control

S/ Challenges of Implementing Al Mea Std. Rankin Remar
N  for Crime prevention and Control n g ks
In my opinion:

1 Installing Al surveillance in school ~ 3.26  0.71 1 Agreed
can invade students’ privacy

2 Alinstallation in school cannot 3.11 0.80 2 Agreed
effectively identify real security
issues

3 Lackof technical know-how by the  2.98  0.87 3rd Agreed
teacher can slow Al effectiveness

4 Inadequate training opportunities 2.89 0.89 4t Agreed
can negatively impact Al
performance

5  Privacy issues make Al surveillance 2.74  0.95 5t Agreed
less likely

6 Unstable internet access can hurt Al 2.82  0.83 6" Agreed
systems effectiveness

7 Administrative hesitation to utilise 2.63 0.92 7t Agreed
Al tools can slow Al effectiveness

8 Al surveillance installation in school 2.57  0.97 g Agreed
may reduce human vigilance in
school security

9  Alsurveillance installation in school 2.41  1.01 g Agreed
may flag student normal behaviour
as threats

10 No clear government Al policy 254 1.04 10" Agreed
Average Mean 2,80 Agreed

Table 3 shows that secondary school teachers in llorin West are aware
of the substantial difficulties involved in applying artificial intelligence
(Al) for school security. The invasion of students' privacy is the main
worry (mean = 3.26), underscoring moral concerns about surveillance.
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The accuracy of Al in detecting security risks is also questioned by
teachers (mean = 3.11), who are concerned about false alarms. Other
challenges identified by the teachers are: Inadequate technical know-
how, a lack of training opportunities, and inconsistent internet
connectivity. However, the least factors are unstable internet access,
reduction in human vigilance and government ambiguity in Al
legislation. This implies that Al installation in the school is challenging
due to privacy issue and uncertainty in its accuracy.

Discussions

The study sought the views of teachers on the awareness, effectiveness
of artificial intelligence to control and prevent school crimes and the
likely challenges the teachers may encounter in its adoption. Based on
the research findings, it was discovered that majority of teachers
(50.00%) were aware of artificial intelligence (Al) tools in crime
prevention and control. This revealed that majority of teachers begin to
see the potential of new technologies to maintain school safety. This
may be as a result of widespread news circulation of Al technologies
and awareness of its applicability in various sectors of the society. This
outcome of the finding is in tandem with the result of Balogun, Idris-
lyekolo, and Abdulaziz (2024), who revealed that Nigerian teachers are
becoming more aware of new educational technology, such as security

apps.

Another finding revealed that secondary teachers perceived that
adoption of Al tools will be effective for prevention and controlling of
school crimes. This may be as a result of some teachers seeing
workability of Al security apparatus in minimizing school crime related
activities in advance countries. The result of this finding is in line with
outcome of the research carried out by Okeke, et’al (2024) who found
that teachers who are very much aware of potentialities Al-driven
surveillance systems typically see them as effective tools for preventing
crime. Likewise, study by Hirschfield (2018) reveled that schools adopt
Al-based security systems experienced a decline in all sort of criminal
activities in school

The last finding revealed that majority of secondary school teachers
believed that adoption Al-driven surveillance systems can pose several
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challenges such as students privacy invasion, inability to identify real
security issues, insufficient regulatory framework, lack of technical
know-how person, lack of training opportunities, unstable internet
access and epileptic power supply. This corroborates the finding of
Ogbonna, et’ al (2025) which found out that factors such as inadequate
infrastructure, lack of technical expertise, data privacy concerns, and
insufficient regulatory frameworks as barriers for the adoption of Al
tools for prevention and control of school crimes.

Conclusion

The study examined the teachers’ perceptions on control and prevention
of school crime using Al among secondary school students in llorin
west, Kwara state, Nigeria. The study revealed that majority of teachers
aware of Al systems potential in controlling and preventing school
crime, they also expressed that Al will be very much effective in crime
prevention as observed in other schools if appropriate training in being
instituted and needed resources have been provided. These worries are
influenced by the real-world challenges such data privacy violation, lack
of technical know-how, lack of government regulatory policy,
inadequate funding, unstable electricity, inadequate infrastructure, and
insufficient professional development. The challenges are indications of
structural imbalances Nigeria system of education. For school to gain
from Al technology, government and all other stakeholders in education
should give necessarily support.

Recommendations

Officials from Kwara State, teachers, and data regulators came together
to host a session on fair Al use in schools. One idea among many:
weave artificial intelligence carefully into classrooms across the region.
Sessions dive into how information gets gathered while keeping
learners’ privacy front and center. Before rolling out smart systems,
fixing weak online connections must come first. Stronger networks need
attention before any tech moves forward. Starting small could mean
testing Al through trial runs in select classrooms. In addition, SUBEB is
responsible for ensuring that schools provide training for teachers in the
use of artificial intelligence tools. At the same time, town meetings
could facilitate discussions among parents and staff regarding issues of
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fairness, potential risks, and the ways in which technology can enhance
safety in schools.
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