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Abstract 

The study examined the implications of the USA's 'country of particular 

concern' designation on Nigeria: Social Studies perspective on 

Christian genocide and human rights in Kaduna and Benue States. The 

study was guided by two null hypotheses while the descriptive survey 

design was adopted. The study’s population comprised of 450 Social 

Studies teachers in Kaduna and Benue State. Purposive sampling 

technique to select 100 teachers; 50 each from the state. The instrument 

for data collection was the questionnaire. It achieved a reliability index 

of 0.75 after undergoing a test-retest technique of participants in 

Taraba State, which is outside the study area. The instrument was 

employed to x-ray teachers’ view on how the level of awareness among 

Social Studies teachers on the use of the subject in curbing insecurities 

in Kaduna and Benue States. Mean and Standard Deviation statistics 

were used to analyze the research questions while t-test statistics was 

used to test the hypothesis at 0.05 level of significance. Findings 

revealed that the Social Studies can indeed help to curb Christian 

genocide. The study therefore recommended that Social Studies’ 

contents in schools should be vigorously taught to ensure that its tenets 

are grasped by students and thus limiting incidences of criminality.  
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Introduction 

Nigeria, a nation with a diverse inhabitant of over 200 million people 

has been plagued by violent conflicts, extremism, and human rights 

abuses in recent years. Persecution of Christians is one of the most 

urgent problems as it is raised to alarming rates. The attacks on the 

Christian communities have been documented by the International 

Society for Civil Liberties and Rule of Law (Intersociety) that have 

claimed the lives of thousands of people and displaced thousands of 

others (Intersociety, 2020). As a reaction to such atrocities, in 2020, the 

government of the United States declared Nigeria a Country of 

Particular Concern (CPC) under the International Religious Freedom 

Act (IRFA). This label is a serious indication of the situation and poses 

critical questions concerning the consequences of such a situation to the 

human rights of Nigeria, its foreign policies, and the implications of 

education in resolving the issues. The role of Social Studies specifically 

is to ensure that Nigerians come together to understand, empathize and 

be tolerant especially in the ongoing Christian genocide. This study 

examines how the CPC status of the USA affects Nigeria and the case 

of the Christian genocide and the role of Social Studies in solving such 

problems. The research will contribute to the current debate on human 

rights, prevention of genocide, and sustainable development education 

in Nigeria. (Akintunde, 2025) 

 

According to Amnesty International (2020), Nigeria has had a 

complicated history, a rich culture, and socio-economic issues that have 

provided a background that is favorable to conflict and extremism. The 

government action to these problems has been criticized as being poor 

and ineffective (Human Rights Watch, 2020). The CPC label of the 

USA is a major move, as it emphasizes the international community 

worry regarding the human rights situation in Nigeria, and offers a 

chance to engage in productive interactions and change. Education on 

Social Studies can be crucial in advancing the concepts of 

understanding, empathy and tolerance among the Nigerians, particularly 

on the ongoing Christian genocide. 
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This research work has been anchored on social constructivist theory 

that says that knowledge and reality are built in the process of social 

interactions and environments (Vygotsky, 1978). The framework can be 

applicable to the study because it highlights the importance of the 

consideration of the cultural and social dimensions that are a part of the 

cause in the conflict in northern Nigeria. The social constructivist theory 

has also focused on the importance of education in developing the 

perception and behavior of individuals and is hence a viable approach to 

the study of the role of Social Studies in fostering understanding, 

empathy, and tolerance in students. A number of empirical researches 

have been conducted to investigate the causes of the conflict in the 

northern part of Nigeria.  

 

The framework suggests that the USA's CPC designation, Social 

Studies, and socio-economic factors influence the human rights record 

in northern Nigeria, and that government policies and responses, 

extremist ideology, and cultural and social norms mediate this 

relationship. The framework also highlights the significant roles Social 

Studies play in promoting understanding, empathy, and tolerance among 

students. Christian genocide refers to the systematic persecution and 

violence against Christians, often resulting in significant harm, death, or 

displacement. This can be perpetrated by individuals, groups, or 

governments, and is often driven by extremist ideologies, ethnic or 

cultural tensions, or a desire to eliminate Christian communities. When 

applied to northern Nigeria, Christian genocide can include the process 

of extremist groups such as Boko Haram or Fulani militants attacking 

churches, clergymen, and Christian communities. Such attacks may 

involve murders, kidnappings, forcible conversions and the destruction 

of assets. Akintunde (2025) posited that the term "genocide" emphasizes 

the severity and scale of these acts, meaning a conscious attempt to ruin 

or seriously damage the communities of Christians. Christian genocide 

is a systematic persecution and killings of Christians, which in most 

cases has resulted in death or harm of people and displacement. It can 

be committed by individuals, groups of individuals or even by 

governments and it is usually informed by the extremist ideologies, 

ethnic or cultural tensions or the urge to destroy Christian communities. 

Christian genocide in the case of northern Nigeria might comprise the 
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attacks of churches, religious leaders, and communities of Christians by 

the forces such as Boko Haram or Fulani militants. They may involve 

murders, kidnappings, forced conversion, and property damage  

(Agbese, 2023). The degree of violence and the magnitude of these 

assaults have been reported by scholars, with the deliberate focus on the 

Christian community and the devastating consequences on the lives of 

people (Hickey, 2019; Ojo, 2020). These acts have often been referred 

to as genocide, with the focus on the desire to exterminate or cause 

other communities of Christians extensive damage (Kuper, 2023). 

 

Hafner (2025) states that Christian genocide in Kaduna and Benue states 

has resulted in disastrous effects, such as the loss of lives, displacement, 

and economic depression (Okeke, 2022). There are cases where bandits 

have invaded villages and killed dozens of individuals and taken others 

as ransom in Kaduna. The same has been experienced in Benue state 

whereby cases of killings, kidnappings, and destruction of properties are 

reported. The violence has displaced thousands of people as they seek 

refuge in other more secure places. The humanitarian crisis has been 

hard and there are numerous displaced people who are not provided 

with basic needs of life like, water, food and shelter. In Kaduna, 

communities in the rural areas have been targeted by bandits who have 

killed over 200 people within recent attacks (Adeyemi, 2023). The 

violence has interfered with the agricultural operations causing food 

insecurity and economic damages. In Benue, the case is also quite 

serious as there were reports about village and IDP camp attacks (Eze, 

2023). The government of Nigeria has sent troops to the troubled 

regions yet insecurity still exists. Local leaders demand more effective 

actions to deal with crisis and save civilians. The local communities 

have been badly affected by Christian genocide. Others have been 

deprived of their means of livelihood, and many have lost their loved 

ones (Ibrahim, 2022). The psychological trauma is great, and the 

survivors cannot cope. 

 

To Amnesty International (2020), the economy suffers, and farmers 

cannot access their lands, and their markets are destroyed. The response 

of the humanitarian is insufficient, and many people have no access to 

basic services. According to scholars, educational denial, paucity and 
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joblessness are some of the factors that relate to the Christian  genocide 

in Nigeria (Okpara, 2025.  

 

Amnesty International (2020) has cited the following as the contributors 

to Christian genocide in Nigeria. The Boko Haram have the extremist 

view of Islam that regards Christians as infidels, and a threat in their 

objective to establish an Islamic state. They are of the view that 

dumping Christians will enable them to realize their goal. The 

motivation behind this ideology is usually misconceived perception of 

the Islamic teachings and the desire to gain power and control. There 

are property related disputes that are rampant in Nigeria especially 

between farmers who are mostly Christians and herders who are mostly 

Muslims. With scarcity of land, tension builds up and conflicts may 

even degenerate into violence. Christians can be subjected due to what 

they possess or possessing land. Nigeria is a nation with over 250 ethnic 

groups and in case of historical conflicts between them, this may create 

tensions that may continue to persist. Certain ethnic groups might feel 

discriminated or overwhelmed by another group and as a result, they 

will end up resenting and taking violence against Christians who are 

generally regarded to belong to another ethnic group. Nigeria 

experiences high poverty and unemployment rate especially among the 

youth. Others can also join extremist groups due to economic factors 

like payment or status. Christians are usually a target of these groups in 

a bid to acquire resources or attention. And lastly, the absence of 

education may cause illusions and hatred of Christians in the Northern 

part of Nigeria. 

 

In reference to Hafner (2025), the Social Studies roles are broad and 

highly vital in enabling a culture of respect, tolerance, and justice in 

dealing with the issue of human rights in Nigeria. The Social Studies 

offers a framework of understanding the intricacies of human rights, 

contextual analysis and policy and action. The analysis of the 

underlying determinants of abuses of human rights in Nigeria, including 

redundancy, paucity and educational deprivation is one of the primary 

functions of Social Studies. Social Studies may assist in finding the 

ways of responding to them by analyzing these factors. To take one 

example, education can be very important to increase the human right 
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awareness and enable the individuals to assert their rights. Social 

Studies also fosters the aspect of civic engagement whereby the citizens 

are informed about their rights and responsibilities. This is more so in 

Nigeria whereby a big number of people do not understand their rights 

or are disenfranchised. With citizens having the power to engage in 

decision-making, Social Studies are a contributing factor to an even 

broader and responsible system of governance. Also, the field of Social 

Studies can speak about the conflict resolution through researching the 

effective methods of conflict resolution and the establishment of peace. 

Nigeria has experienced a lot of conflicts such as Boko Haram 

insurgency and communal conflicts that have led to gross violation of 

human rights. By understanding the complexities of these conflicts, 

Social Studies can inform efforts to promote peace and reconciliation. 

 

Furthermore, Social Studies have the potential of enhancing cultural 

sensitivity and respect by investigating the effects of cultural practices 

and tradition on human rights. Nigeria is a diversified nation in terms of 

culture and social study can be used to determine how to enhance 

cultural tolerance and comprehension. The Social Studies is critical in 

addressing the human rights issues in Nigeria. Through root causes 

analysis, civic engagement, conflict control, and cultural sensitivity, 

Social Studies can help in making the citizenry more informed and 

participative and able to advance human rights and solve problems in 

Nigeria. More so, Social Studies can foster a culture of human rights in 

Nigeria through inclusion of human rights education in schools. This 

will assist in influencing the minds of young Nigerians in terms of their 

attitudes and values, to be a culture of respect, tolerance and empathy. 

Social Studies can make students realize that they have the rights and 

responsibilities, thereby empowering them to be active citizens and 

change agents. Moreover, Social Studies can support the discussion and 

interaction between the stakeholders such as civil society organizations, 

community leaders and government officials. Through a combination of 

different views and experience, Social Studies can contribute to a more 

all-encompassing and inclusive attitude towards the solution of the 

human rights problems in Nigeria. (Hafner, 2025). 

 

Meanwhile, to enhance the more delicate view on human rights in 

Nigeria, Social Studies could be used to emphasize the role of cultural 
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context and community-based strategies. This can assist in opposing 

simplistic or universal answers to human rights issues, and enhance 

more efficient and sustainable interventions. Overall, the role of Social 

Studies in providing solutions to human rights challenges in Nigeria is 

critical. By providing a framework for understanding the complexities 

of human rights, promoting civic engagement, and informing policy and 

action, Social Studies can contribute to a more just and equitable 

society. (Amnesty International, 2020). 

 

A study by Onuoha (2024) found that the conflict is motivated by a 

combination of causes, such as lack, redundancy, and educational 

denial. Another study by Agbese (2025) highlighted the role of 

extremist ideology and government neglect in perpetuating the conflict. 

Studies have also examined the impact of the USA's CPC designation 

on Nigeria's human rights record. A study by Hafner (2023) found that 

such designations can have unintended consequences, such as 

exacerbating tensions and undermining government efforts to address 

the conflict. However, a study by the US Department of State (2020) 

found that the CPC designation has led to increased awareness and 

attention to the conflict, and has prompted the Nigerian government to 

adopt measures to deal with the issue. The specific objectives of the 

study are to: 

i. determine the level of Christian genocide in Nigeria; and 

ii. examine the roles of Social Studies in promoting awareness and 

addressing the implications of the Christian genocide in Nigeria. 

 

Hypothesis 

The following questions were asked to guide the study: 

Ho1: There is no significant difference between Christian genocide level 

in Kaduna and Benue State. 

Ho2. There is no significant relationship between Social Studies content 

and the curbing of Christian genocide in the area under 

investigation.  

 

Methods 

The study adopted a descriptive survey research design. The population 

for the study comprised 450 Social Studies teachers in Kaduna and 
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Benue State. (Post Primary Education Board, 2025). Purposive 

sampling technique was used to select 100 teachers – 50  from each 

Senatorial District of the state. Questionnaire was used to collect data 

for the study. It achieved a reliability index of 0.75 after undergoing a 

test retest technique of participants administered twice in Taraba State 

which is outside the scope of the study. Data were analysed using t-test 

statistics. 

 

Results 

Hypothesis 1: There is no significant difference between Christian 

genocide level in Kaduna and Benue State..  

Table 1: Summary of t-test analysis on Christian genocide level in 

Kaduna and Benue State. 

 

Variable N   SD df t-cal t-crit Decision  

Christian 

genocide 

Level in 

Kaduna 

State 

50 1.35 .132  

98 

 

1.321 

 

.1.94 

 

Rejected  

Christian 

genocide 

level in 

Benue State. 

50 1.40 .144 

 

Table 1 shows the t - test analysis of the Christian genocide levels in  

Kaduna and Benue State. . From the results, the calculated value is 

higher than the critical value. Hence, the null hypothesis is rejected. 

This means there is a significant difference in the level of Christian 

genocide experienced in the state. 

 

Hypothesis 2: There is no significant relationship between Social 

Studies content and the curbing of Christian genocide in the area under 

investigation.  
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Table 2: Summary of t-test analysis on Social Studies content and 

curbing of Christian genocide. 

Variable N   SD df t-cal t-crit Decision  

Kaduna 

State 

50 1.082 .102  

98 

 

1.456 

 

-1.99 

 

Rejected   

Benue 

State. 

50 2.994 .177 

 

In Table 2 t-test analysis of Social Studies content and curbing of 

Christian genocide in the area under investigation, the null hypothesis is 

rejected hence the calculated value (1.456) is higher than the critical 

value (-1.96). Therefore, there is a significant relationship between 

Social Studies content and the curbing of Christian genocide in Kaduna 

and Benue State.  

 

Discussions 

Findings from the extent of Christian genocide experienced in the 

Kaduna and Benue State reveal that the slight difference in the 

dimension of Christian genocide is occasioned by the fact that the 

central power of authority in the state is resided in the north and as such 

there are visible, effective, and efficient security personnel present in 

the district, which cannot be said of the central district. In this light, it 

becomes imperative that the government should increase security 

presence across the state to stem the tide of Christian genocide that is 

assuming a frightening dimension in the districts and state in general.  

 

This finding aligned with the study by Daniel (2024), who agreed that 

the presence of security personnel that are well equipped is capable of 

curtailing the threat of Christian genocide caused by dissenting views. 

In the same vein, the findings agreed with the study by African Center 

for Strategic Studies (2019), who opined that the efficient security 

forces is capable of checkmating violence, kidnappings and Christian  

genocide. Implicit here is that, with the presence of an efficient security 

personnel in every nooks and cranny of the state and the districts under 

investigation in particular, vibes of crime will be snuffed out of the 

society.  Contrastingly, Omede (2024) sued for the reformatting of 

Nigeria secondary and post-secondary education to meet redundancy 
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and safety issues as that is the long time solution to Christian genocide 

as against the short term one of security personnel. In his view, where 

there is a vibrant and functioning curriculum, citizens will be reformed 

rather being forced to conform to moral and ethical values which form 

the base for security. 

 

The role of Social Studies content and the curbing of Christian genocide 

in the Kaduna and Benue State shows a significant relationship. These 

findings are aligned with the study by Arisi (2011) who agreed that 

Social Studies is a universal remedy for national safety in Nigeria. Also, 

the study by Atubi (2020) supports the relevance of Social Studies for 

combating security challenges in Nigeria. She recommended that the 

teaching and learning of Social Studies should be peopled oriented. She 

held the view that if the discipline is people tailored, it will enable 

people to avoid needless conflicts and thereby limit the occurrence of 

insecurities in the state. 

 

Conclusion 

Social Studies a retort mechanism to Christian genocide problem in 

Nigeria.. The relevance of Social Studies in school is significantly 

suitable for solving Christian genocide facing the society. The imbibing 

of the tenets of the subject is capable of curbing issues of Christian 

genocide in the state at large. The application of the contents found in 

Social Studies especially as contained in its objectives has shown that 

when the school emphatically train the learner based on the objectives, 

it can be used for the benefits of the society. The listed concerns of 

Christian genocide in the state by the governor indicates that they are 

not above what Social Studies cannot solve. Therefore, it is suggested 

that both at schools and at public domain, the ideal of the discipline 

should be utilized to turn the waves of Christian genocide in our state. 

 

Recommendations 
Arising from the conclusion, the study recommends that: Social Studies 

contents in schools should be vigorously taught to ensure that its tenets 

are grasp by students as this will be their guiding principles in the 

outside world; thus limiting incidences of criminality. Government 

should as well ensure that issues that encourages criminality are 

discouraged and security agencies adequately empowered to tackle 
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issues of Christian genocide in the area under investigation and the state 

at large.    
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