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Abstract

Politics is the primary and all-encompassing means of administering
human society. This administration is attached with numerous benefits
and incentives that instigates keenly and fiercely contest from aspirants
for political offices that brings about enticing electorates monetarily.
This metamorphoses into viewing political contest as investment hence,
commercialization. This paper peruses Nigeria’s political practice from
the first indigenous election till date. Relying on historical method, the
study diagnosed politicians’ attitude and idiosyncrasies about election,
governance and society. Summarily, values and importance are
attached only to politics, politicians and political office holders. This
account for free flow killings, kidnapping and other insecurity contents
as expression of displeasure. Structural functionalist theory evaluates
the keen contest of politics that aggravates insecurity and social
instability. The paper suggests ethical social conduct as criteria for
eligibility of political contest as against social status and trivializing
financial stand. Huge financial attributions to political positions should
be abrogated. In conclusion, the constitution should redefine politics as
a social service so that aspirants will stop assassination of oppositions
since the objective is service to the society thereby reducing insecurity
and social instability which stems from political rivalry.
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Introduction

The influence of politics on any human society cannot be
underestimated because it determines the destiny of the people. The
overwhelmingness of the political institution over others was
proclaimed in the origination, co-ordination and constitution for social
utility that attested to the social contract theory (Matfess, 2016). For
politics to successfully perform the primary role that brought it into
being, which is administration of human society as established by
Demir (2023), a society must strike a balance between commercializing
or ethicizing politics. The political culture and political socialization of
a society that forms the political value of a society decides, determines,
dictates, regulates and ascertain the equilibrium point of the society’s
political activities hence commercialization or ethicization (lovan,
2015). Over the years and since of Nigerian’s independence, the attitude
of Nigeria’s politicians confirms the attachment of high monetary and
affluent values to politics as against the values of good governance and
ethical administration that gave birth to politics in the first place
(Sakpere, 2021). The successful compromise and exchange of these
values has been responsible for the conflict, violence, chaos and the
likes that characterize Nigeria’s political activities which led to the
resurgence of the various insurgent groups and the upgrade into
insecurity and social instability which the leaders are incapable of
curbing.

The famous concept by Aristotle that “Man is a political animal”
signifies that human have an innate drive to live together, forming
community (Abbate, 2016). It equally amounts to the fact that human
beings are naturally social beings that thrives in organized communities
and achieve a good flourishing life. Politics then exist to organize,
control and coordinate society. This study therefore employs the
structural functionalist theory which compare’s the social system to the
human biological system which both comprises of interrelated and
interconnected parts. This inter connected parts together form a whole
and the basic unit of analysis is the society because the various parts are
understood primarily in terms of their relationship to the whole.



Decommercialization of Politics: The way out of Political Quagmire,.......... 188

Early sociologists like Auguste Comte, Herbert Spencer, Emile
Durkheim and Talcott parsons argued that a part or section of the
society or biological system can be understood in terms of its
contribution to the maintenance and survival of the whole system (social
or biological). The proper functioning of the various system produces a
sound and save society. If any of the component unit breaks down, the
whole system feels it but might still continue to survive (Haralambos et.
al., 2021). However, both the social and biological system has a nucleus
which if collapsed affects the entire system. For the social system, the
“political institution” is the nucleus while the “heart” serves as the
nucleus of the biological system. This paper therefore explores the
various ways that can sanitize our politicking and rid it off the usual
acrimony defined along our political activities. This greatly concerns
money politics, vote buying and other acts that generate do or die
political contest among aspirants that eventually breeds grievances
leading to various conflict groups, hence, this paper.

Political Origin and Ethics

Study of the origin of politics and ethics dates back to ancient
philosophy of the Greece which examines the moral principles that
should guide public life. Ethics of politics which also refer to political
morality examines the principles of morality and values that guides
character, idiosyncrasies in politics and government. It scrutinizes ways
about how power should be acquired, wield and limit to promote
governance, equity and general welfare for social justice. Political ethics
refers to the study of moral principles and values that guide the
behaviors and decision making of individuals involved in political
activities and institutions. It examines the ethical dimensions of political
actions, policies, and systems, focusing on questions about what
politicians and government officials ought to do and how political
institutions should be structured to promote justice, fairness and general
wellbeing (White, 2025).

Having established that politics was deeply rooted in ethics since time
immemorial and that the two are inseparable as argued by two founding
fathers of politics that is Plato and Aristotle, then monetary values and
commercialization should be reduced from its real practice if we’re
actually expecting the gains of ethical political practice (Ristovski,
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2017; Guareschi, 2017). This means that people expecting monetary
returns in terms of profit making should be debar from leadership role.
People who have achieved and distinguished themselves ethically in
their field of human endeavor should be accommodated in governance,
hence, politics should be considered as a social service and not a social
work (Ngare, 2023). However, Nigeria has been unable to practice
ethical politics since her first republic and imbroglio has been
characterizing her politicking (Manullang & Wicaksono, 2023). The
salaries, allowances, emoluments, incentives which Nigeria leaders
allotted to themselves coupled with the monumental mismanagement
misappropriation and misapplication of public funds that had negative
implications on social and citizens welfare was majorly responsible for
the ubiquitous insurgency, banditry and other forms of insecurity
(Kwaja & Yau, 2021).

Nigeria Leader’s and Social Welfare

It is now over a decade that Nigeria lawmakers were exposed to be the
highest paid in the world. In an article published by the Vanguard
newspaper, Professor Itse Sagay stated that the Nigerian lawmakers at
both the lower and upper chambers of the national assembly are the
highest paid legislators in the world. A senator in Nigeria as at then
earns 240 million Naira (about 1.7 million us dollars) in salaries and
allowances while a member of the house of representatives earns 204
million Naira (about 1.45 million US dollars) per annum (Animasaun,
2013). This is so ridiculous when compared with what the average civil
servant earns which is about 552 to 1,440 US dollars annually.

With this package, one will expect the leaders to be honest in addressing
social problems by attending to the needs of the people. Alternatively,
the leaders (including executives) worsened it by upgrading corruption
of different kinds in government and plotting various means of returning
to power after completing a term or ensuring any of their supporter
succeed them for continuous atrocities and maladministration (Ibrahim
& Adams, 2020). This egocentrism of occupying political position has
been the major cause of crisis, violence and conflicts during election
that results in serious violence leading to loss of lives and properties.
The aftermath of these crises left many citizens in poor and dejected
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condition which the eventual election winner don’t care about. Example
of these include the we tie (splash petrol) political crisis in western
region in the first republic, the June 12 political crises and so many
others (Okpuvwie, 2022). The aggravation of these violence caused by
politicians’ pursuit for political positions and the corroboration of
political opponent of destabilizing the administration of the leader
builds to the various insurgents’ groups, kidnapping and other insecurity
situations (Mamman, 2020).

Table 1: Key Crises in Nigeria

Crisis Type Key Period Nature of Conflict
Groups/Location /Status

Terrorism/insurgency Boko haram, ISWAP 2009- present  Bombings,
(North-East) abductions (e.g.
chibok), suicide
attacks, territorial

control
Banditry/Kidnapping Criminal-Gangs 2010 Present ~ Mass abductions
(“Bandits”)  (North- (especially students)
west) raids, cattle rustling,
extortion
Separatist violence IPOB/ESN  (South- 2020 Present  Clashes with
East) Military, sit-at-home

enforcement, attacks
on traditional rulers

Farmer Herders clashes ~ Fulani herdsmen Vs. Ongoing Disputes over land,
Farmers (middle Belt, pasture, water,
North-Central) ethnic/ religious
undertones; mass
killings.
Niger/Delta Militancy Militant Groups 1999- Attacks on oils

infrastructure,
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(South-South) 2009(peak) kidnapping for
ransom, resource
Political ethnic conflict ~ Various Various (e.g Kano riots (1953),
1950s - Action group crisis

1960’s). June (1962), electoral
12 conflict crisis (1964, 1965),
June 12 crisis, 1994-

1999.
Religious /communal Hausas vs others, Sporadic Ethnic-religious
sharia crisis (North violence, riots,
instability.

/Middle belt).

Author’s field survey: 2026.

Manner of Political Contest and Resurgence of Insecurity

The habits and custom of contesting political positions in Nigeria
especially during the fourth republic (1999-till date) has been
intrinsically connected to a resurgence of insecurity often acting as a
director of violence rather than a democratic process for electing
leaders. Political contest is frequently characterized by a “do-or die”
approach in which politicians aims at gaining access to the seat of
power for controlling state treasury. This makes politicians acquire arms
and recruit thugs to intimidate political opponent and their supporters.
(Oni et. Al, 2025). The manner of political competition has been getting
more keen and difficult because of the exorbitant and outrageous
emolument and allowances Nigerian leaders attached to political
positions. The revenue mobilization allocation and fiscal commission
(RMAFC) empowered to determine the remuneration of political,
judicial, and public office holders had been incapacitated by Nigerian
leaders exploit who gazette whatever they want and equally
mismanaged incalculable social funds and budgetary allocations
(Ekwoaba & Chidi, 2021). This makes contestants entice voters with
money and other gifts to attract their supports and votes. Some
politicians go as far as selling their properties or obtaining bank loans to
finance their political contest. This is partly responsible for the winner
not attending to social welfare and needs (Nwangwu, 2025).
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After concluding elections, the thugs which the winners and election
losers recruited for electoral malpractices are abandoned with the arms
without being occupied for something better. This converts the same
people to threat for the entire society having gotten the major tool
(arms) needed for the job available to them which is banditry and the
likes. It is even worse that Nigeria leaders doesn’t see job creation as
priority, hence the likes see their operation as alternative to what the
government refused to provide (Hyginus et. al., 2022). Moreso,
banditry, insurgency, militancy, and the likes has been attributed to
government failures in all ramifications. Ojo et. al. (2023) argues that
armed banditry in North-West Nigeria can be considered in three forms
i.e. background causes or existing conditions (poverty, ungoverned
spaces, fragile security and weak border management), the immediate
causes or triggers (climate change, resource competition, informal
security, jungle justice, ethno-communal factors, religious intolerance,
resource curse, criminality and drug abuse), and crisis enablers (state
complicity, foreign powers, traditional rulers, weapon suppliers, food
suppliers, informants and bandits negotiators).

DEMOCRACY AND SECURITY (&)
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For the background causes, poverty that led the pack was created by
leaders since most fund meant for social welfare and development has
been siphoned. Government no longer prioritizes job creation which is
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the best means of undermining poverty (Abubakar, 2023). Equally, the
outrageous fund allocated to Senators and members of house of
representatives tagged constituency allowance were not mostly utilized
for the purpose meant for. The fragility of the Nigerian security was
due to improper funding of security outfits and armed forces for modern
and latest ammunitions and security gadgets. Also, the weak border
management was the result of corruption custom officers perpetrate at
the borders by collecting bribe from smugglers of contraband goods and
products thereby allowing foreign goods to flood Nigeria markets. The
corruption being an extension of the corrupt acts of the leaders in
government (Bonn Obiekwe et. al., 2025).

A major factor among the immediate causes was climate change which
adversely affected farming and plantation generally. Countries with
serious and reasonable leaders had planned ahead against the effect of
climatology on food and livestock production. Greater percentage of
those involved in banditry and insurgency were peasant farmers.
Climate change equally affect the survival of cattle and other livestock
multiplying the risk of food production and availability of raw materials
(Tersoo et. al., 2026). Ethno-communal factors were a major trigger of
banditry because aggrieved individuals saw it as a revenge formular.
Criminality which was innate with bandits and insurgents was
corroborated by abuse of drugs that serves as the power and driving
force behind the acts. The root cause of Boko Haram was
unemployment, poverty, coupled with radical religious ideology fueled
by politicians for their selfish interest. Governance and leadership
failure was a major excuse proffered by insurgents (Boko Haram) for
striking (Adesoji et. al., 2018). In the same vein, militant’s activities in
South-South Nigeria were driven by aggravation of economic
marginalization and lack of self-resource control. Environmental
degradation without recompense and political exclusion and
marginalization were equally specified by the militants (Chukwuemeka
et. al., 2014). From all indications, we have seen that all typology of
crises and conflict groups were angered and infuriated by leaders
corrupt acts of neglecting other sectors of the society in preference for
politics and political office holders. Other sectors which include
creation of jobs by floating new industries, meaningfully supporting



Decommercialization of Politics: The way out of Political Quagmire,.......... 194

agriculture, upgrading technology and the likes were totally abandoned
by Nigerian leaders. They prefer wasting exorbitant fund on importation
of rice than ensuring its local production which would amount to
employment for many. Several other avenues that can be exploited for
job creation like encouraging local vehicle manufacturing with
government patronage, promoting technology and the likes were all
discouraged, discarded in preference for political promotion (Okoh,
2020).

Conclusion

From all indications, this paper has emphasized how politics can be
decommercialized having cited how our leaders concentrate and allocate
outrageous fund on politics and political offices neglecting other sectors
and people that can promote and develop the country. However, the way
out of decongesting infuriated individuals that constitute various crises
and conflicting groups (creating insecurity) is by reducing the allocation
of exorbitant fund on political offices such as the Senatorial positions
and members of house of Representatives, Ministerial offices and the
likes and diverting such funds into job creation. Apart from the
enormous salaries and allowances of National Assembly members, the
constituency allowances should be redirected towards industrial
foundation and consolidation to promote local manufacturing that will
engulf and occupy the idle minds that has been embracing various devil
workshops. With this, insurgency, banditry and militancy will lose staff
and patronage and social stability will start returning to the Nigerian
society (Usman, 2025).

Recommendations

To drastically reduce political quagmire and insecurity in Nigeria,
Financial attributions (salaries, allowances) to political positions should
be downward reviewed falling within the range set by ideal democratic
societies of the world. Unnecessary political positions such as special
assistants, special advisers and the likes should be abrogated as these
were created for rewarding party loyalists but amount to fund wastage
and misapplication of state resources. Nigeria should revert back to
parliamentary democracy where fund expended on elections was lower
than presidential democracy and functions of executives and legislatures
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combined by the same sets of officials with single salary as practiced in
the British parliament. Federal and state government should embark on
integrated farming to boost food production, job creation, raw materials
for local industries and foreign currency generation all which will
engulf youths as diversion away from involvement in insecurity
activities.

There should be a law enforcing government patronage of certain local
products such as locally made vehicles by Innoson Vehicle
Manufacturing (IVM), Nord Automobiles Limited, Peugeot Nigeria
(PAN Nigeria Limited) and the likes. Salaries and allowances of
workers should be upwardly reviewed at periodic intervals without
skirmish. Electronic voting system should be introduced whereby
voters’ privacy, right and confidence will all be secured and protected
for choosing the right leaders. This system will abrogate thuggery,
hooliganism and other electoral related crimes sponsored by politicians.

Money politics should be considered a serious crime which the
Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (E.F.C.C.) should tackle
and prosecute offenders to discourage do-or-die approach in electoral
victory. Constitutionally, politics should be redefined as a social service
where everyone has the right to partake at different level of political
participation with the least acrimony. It shouldn’t be seen as the calling
of some while others stand aloof while the participants are damaging the

polity.
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