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Abstract

The study examined the relationship between pupils' attitudes toward
national values and citizenship in Ife East LGA, Osun State, and the
socioeconomic status and involvement of their parents. The
correlational type of descriptive design was used in this investigation.
Five public junior secondary schools in Osun State's Ife East Area
Local Government were chosen using a simple random sampling
procedure. Fifty students from each school made up the total of 250 JS
11 students. Three research instruments were employed to collect data:
the Students' Attitude to National Values and Citizenship Questionnaire
(r=.76), the Parental Involvement Questionnaire (r=.78), and the
Socioeconomic Status Questionnaire (r=.75). Multiple regression
analysis and Pearson Product Moment Correlation were employed to
analyse the data. The study found that socioeconomic status had a
favorable correlation with junior secondary school students' views
toward citizenship and national ideals (r = 0.185; p<0.05).
Additionally, there was a minor but positive correlation between
parental participation and pupils' perceptions of national ideals and
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citizenship (r = 0.167, p<0.05). Additionally, it was found that the
independent variables (parents' engagement and socioeconomic level)
jointly contribute significantly to the prediction of students' attitudes
toward national values and citizenship (F (2,247) = 4.53; Adj R2 =
0.028; p<0.05). The multiple regression coefficient (R = 0.035) in Table
2 indicates that students' attitudes toward national values and
citizenship are positively correlated with both parents' engagement and
socioeconomic position. Socioeconomic status and students' views on
citizenship and national values do not significantly correlate (f =
0.141; t = 1.398; p>0.05). Parents' engagement had no significant
impact on students' attitudes toward national values and citizenship (f
= 0.056; t = 0.557; p>0.05). Based on the study's findings, schools are
advised to aggressively encourage parental involvement in their kids'
intellectual, moral, and civic growth. Programmes that alleviate
socioeconomic obstacles impacting families should be implemented by
the government and community stakeholders.
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Introduction

The advancement of national values and reliable citizens amidst the
youths remains an important goal of societal survival and nation
building. The level at which younger ones conceptualize essential civic
virtues like patriotism, respect for the rule of law, integrity, tolerance,
accountability, and social duty ascertained the strength and persistence
of democratic structure, social harmony, and national cooperation
throughout all countries (Banks, 2017). All these truths set out to be the
virtuous and intellectual basis that control civic behavior and
involvement in society. When appropriately encouraged, they foster
civic engagement, agreeable relationship, and a powerful sense of
national unity; all of which are important for continuing growth and
democratic firmness.

In the light of persistent social and political challenges in Nigeria, such
as corruption, ethnic and religious disconnection, lack of security,
political apathy, and declining confidence in public establishment, it is
becoming more and more essential to inculcate national ethics and
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citizenship attitudes in young ones (Adebayo & Yusuf, 2020). These
challenges emphasize how essential it is to purposefully restructure
values, most importantly for high school children who are still evolving
morally, socially, and civically. The National Policy on Education
acknowledge this prerequisite and stress civic education as a way of
promoting democratic values, human rights respect, national awareness,
and reliable citizenship.

However, school-based education is not the only element that
contributes to civic education and character development. Findings
consistently shows that an intricate interplay of home, school, and
society variables restructure youths’ behavior about citizenship and
national ideals (Eccles & Wigfield, 2002). High socio-economic ranked
parents are often in a good situation to provide inspiring learning
environment, learning materials, and exposure to discussions about civic
duties, national issues, and governance. These parents are more likely to
imaged right civic behavior, have enlightened conversations about
societal ideals, and encourage participation in local and national
activities. Youths often achieve these attitudes and behaviors through
communication and consciousness, which positively affects their
exposure toward citizenship and national ethics (Bandura, 1986).
Parents' capacity to diligently foster civic socialization at home may be
hindered in families with low socio-economic status due to financial
problem, little educational exposure, and dwindled social capital
(Ngware, 2015).

Supervising academic process, relating with instructors, getting involve
in school activities, discussing about moral and civic issues at home,
and encouraging responsible behaviour and community participation are
all examples of parental involvement (Hill & Tyson, 2009). Parental
involvement systematically promotes youths’ educational performance,
encouragement, trainings, and social behavior, according to experiential
findings (Jeynes, 2012). More importantly, it has been known that
resilient parental participation fortifies the impartation of national ideals
and social norms, influencing children views on civic roles and
citizenship.
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The effect of socio-economic situation on pupils' outcomes is often
mediated by parental involvement. Higher SES may supply the
educational resources needed for academic performance, but the degree
and category of parental involvement is what transform these materials
into meaningful learning opportunities and the development of values
(Eccles & Harold, 1996). Regardless of SES, learners' loyalty to civic
principles and national knowledge may be hindered by low parental
engagement.

Learners that get parental engagement and concentration are more likely
to excel educationally and contribute meaningfully to the society.
Additionally, to what the school does, parents can have a more constant
and productive influence. In this method, parental participation is
absolutely essential (Mji & Makgato, 2006). Above the class, youths’
civic participation opportunities are also influenced by their socio-
economic status and the engagement of their parents. Involvement in
extracurricular events such as debate clubs, student leadership roles,
community service projects, and civic awareness ideas is frequently
influenced by parental backup, financial strength, and value orientation
(Putnam, 2015). Youths that have positive attitudes toward national
ideals, democratic participation, and joint responsibility are more likely
to be raised by parents who stressed the value of social responsibility
and national service.

Bradley and Corwyn (2002) explains socio-economic position as a
multifaceted concept that involves a family's social and economic status
in relation to others. Common determining factors include occupation,
income, education, and, in some systems, gender. Because all these
elements collectively affect the resources, opportunities, and
environment available to youth, investigators often take into
consideration household income, the educational achievement of
earners, and the nature of their job when discussing a family's SES
(Ngware, 2015).

As the real socialization motivators, parents have the main
responsibility for rearing and educating their kids. This opinion is
constantly with sociological assertion that education serves as a
powerful device for social modification and cultural transfer, begining
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at home prior formal education supports it (Ogunshola & Adewale,
2012). Specifically, parents' educational achievement, which is an
essential factor in SES, has a candid effect on their ability to supervise
their children's academic process, give high-quality guidance and
monitoring, and promote the development of positive values and civic
attitudes. Higher literacy parents are more likely to have impactful
communication with their children about civic responsibilities, national
values, and social conventions, which supports what they learn in
school.

Additionally, SES affects youths’ behavioural, social, and moral aspects
of their lives in together with their educational achievement. Higher
financial position makes families to buy learning gadgets,
extracurricular activities, and knowledge that promote civic awareness,
reflective thinking, and responsive citizenship. However, children from
lower socio-economic status could face challenges that restrict their
learning to such nourishing knowledge, which could have an effect on
their civic participation, national values, and behavior toward learning
(Bandura, 1986; Putnam, 2015). Therefore, the socio-economic
situation of a family is indissolubly intertwined to the greater model of
child growth and development, influencing the development of attitudes
and knowledge that are important for both individual and societal
development.

There are still little experiential findings that look at the integrated
relationship between these factors and students' attitudes toward
national values and citizenship, especially at the local government level
in Nigeria, in spite the noticeable importance of parental socio-
economic status and parental engagement in structuring students'
attitudes. In Osun State's Ife East Local Government Area, which is
well-known for its diverse socioeconomic backgrounds and levels of
parental involvement, there is a glaring lack of localised research that
systematically investigates how parental SES and involvement jointly
correlate with students' civic attitudes. Therefore, it is appropriate and
necessary to investigate the relationship between students' views on
citizenship and national values in Ife East LGA and parental
socioeconomic position and involvement. In addition to offering
empirical data to educators, legislators, and community stakeholders,
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such a study is anticipated to add to the corpus of information already
available on civic education and youth development. In the end,
comprehending these connections will aid in the creation of inclusive
teaching methods that uphold civic principles and encourage responsible
citizenship in students from all socioeconomic backgrounds.

The social, political, and moral growth of young people depends on
national ideals and responsible citizenship, which are fundamental
elements of civic education. In addition to their comprehension of civic
responsibilities, students' views toward these ideals demonstrate their
dedication to maintaining social standards, actively contributing to
national progress, and promoting social cohesiveness. Despite the
Nigerian school system's emphasis on civic education, there is growing
concern that many students have poor attitudes toward citizenship and
national values. These attitudes are typified by low civic engagement,
little respect for social norms, and little involvement in community
development initiatives.

While many studies have examined factors influencing students'
academic performance and civic behaviors, such as school environment,
teaching quality, and family background, less attention has been paid to
the combined effect of parental socioeconomic status and parental
involvement on students' attitudes toward national values and
citizenship. Socioeconomic status affects the material, educational, and
social resources available to kids, whereas parental participation
determines how actively parents assist and guide their children in moral,
social, and civic growth. The relationship between these two
characteristics may have a significant impact on students' internalisation
of national ideas, sense of civic obligation, and involvement in
citizenship-related activities.

In the Ife East Local Government Area of Osun State, where families
exhibit a range of socioeconomic backgrounds and varying levels of
parental involvement, it is still unclear how much these factors
influence students' attitudes about national ideals and citizenship. The
capacity of educators, legislators, and community stakeholders to create
evidence-based initiatives targeted at promoting positive civic attitudes
among young people is hampered by this research gap. Therefore, this
study investigated correlation among parental socioeconomic status,



Correlation among Parental Socioeconomic StAtUS ... ... ..., coooeeeeeceeeceennnn. 86

parents’ involvement and students’ attitude to National Values and
Citizenship in Ife East Local Government Area, Osun State. The
specific objectives of the study are to:

i. examine the relationship exists between the independent
variables (parental socioeconomic status and parents’
involvement) and students’ attitude to National Values and
Citizenship;

ii.  determine the joint contribution of the independent variables
(parental socioeconomic status and parents’ involvement) to
students’ attitude to National Values and Citizenship; and

iii.  examine the relative contribution of the independent variables
(parental socioeconomic status and parents’ involvement) to
students’ attitude to National Values and Citizenship?

Hypotheses
Three hypotheses were guided in the study:

1. There is no significant relationship between the independent
variables (parental socioeconomic status and parents’ involvement)
and students’ attitude to National Values and Citizenship?

2. There is no significant joint contribution of the independent
variables (parental socioeconomic status and parents’ involvement)
to students’ attitude to National Values and Citizenship?

3. There is no significant relative contribution of the independent
variables (parental socioeconomic status and parents’ involvement)
to students’ attitude to National Values and Citizenship?

Methods

This study was conducted using the correlational descriptive research
design. Five public junior secondary schools in the Ife East LGA, Osun
State were selected through the use of a simple random sampling
technique. For a total of 250 JS II pupils, 50 students were selected from
each school. Three study tools were used to collect data: The Students'
Attitude to National Values and Citizenship Questionnaire (r=.76), the
Socioeconomic Status Questionnaire (r=.75), and the Parental
Involvement Questionnaire (r=.78). To analyse the data, multiple
regression analysis and Pearson Product Moment Correlation were used.
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Results

Hypotheses 1: There is no significant relationship between the
independent variables (parental socioeconomic status and parents’
involvement) and students’ attitude to National Values and Citizenship.
Table 1: The matrix of correlation Identifying the Connection
between Students' Attitudes toward National Values and
Citizenship and Independent Variables

Variables Achievement Parental Peer Influence
Influence

Achievement 1

Socioeconomi  0.185** 1 0.785%*

¢ Status 0.003 0.000

Parents’ 0.167** 0.785%* 1

Involvement 0.08 0.000

Mean 53.7 52.9 52.1

STD.D 19.38 13.42 12.65

* denotes significant at p<(0.05

Table 1 demonstrates a weak but positive relationship between junior
secondary school students' views toward citizenship and national values
and their socioeconomic level (r = 0.185; p<0.05). This suggests a
connection between students' socioeconomic status and their opinions
on national ideals and citizenship. Furthermore, there is a weak but
significant link (r = 0.167 p<0.05) between parental participation and
students' views toward citizenship and national ideals. This suggests a
relationship between parental involvement and pupils' views on
citizenship and national ideals.

Hypotheses 2: There is no significant joint contribution of the
independent variables (parental socioeconomic status and parents’
involvement) to students’ attitude to National Values and Citizenship
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Table 2: Multiple Regression Analysis Summary on the Composite
Impact of Independent Variables on Students' Perceptions of
Citizenship and National Values

Sources of Sum of df Mean F Significa
Variance Squares Square nt
Regression  3315.234 2 1657.617 4.534 .012%*
Residual 90299.166 247 365.584

Total 93614.400 249

R=0.188

R Square = 0.035
Adjusted R Square = 0.028
Std. Error of the Estimate = 19.120

Table 2 shows a substantial joint contribution of the independent factors
(parents' engagement and socioeconomic level) to the prediction of
students' attitudes toward citizenship and national values (F (2,247) =
4.53; Adj R2 = 0.028; p<0.05). This suggests that when parents'
involvement and socioeconomic level are combined, they influence
students' attitudes about citizenship and national values. The multiple
regression coefficient (R = 0.035) in Table 2 indicates that students'
attitudes toward national values and citizenship are positively correlated
with both parents' engagement and socioeconomic position. This
suggests that parents' engagement and socioeconomic level have a
favourable and considerable impact on pupils' attitudes about citizenship
and national values. Additionally, Table 2 shows a multiple regression
corrected (R2 = 0.028). This suggests that the combined influence of
parents' engagement and socioeconomic level accounts for 2.8% of the
variation in pupils' attitudes toward national values and citizenship, with
other factors and residuals perhaps accounting for the other 97.2%.

Hypotheses 2: There is no significant relative contribution of the
independent variables (parental socioeconomic status and parents’
involvement) to students’ attitude to National Values and Citizenship.
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Table 3: Multiple Regression Summary Demonstrating the Relative
Influence of Independent Variables on Students' Attitudes about
Citizenship and National Values

Unstandardized Standardi
Model Coefficients zed T Sig.
Coefficien
t Ran
Beta Std. Beta (B) k
Error
(Constant) 38.433 5.318 7.22
8 0.000
Socioeconomic 0.204 0.146  0.141 2nd 1.39 0.163
Status 8
Parents’ 0.086 0.154 0.056 1%t 0.55 0.578
Involvement 7

Table 3 shows that socioeconomic position has no significant effect on
students' attitudes toward national values and citizenship (B = 0.141; t =
1.398; p>0.05). This suggests that students' attitudes toward citizenship
and national values are not predicted by their socioeconomic situation.
Students' attitudes toward national values and citizenship are not
significantly influenced by parents' engagement (f = 0.056; t = 0.557;
p>0.05). This suggests that students' attitudes toward citizenship and
national values are not predicted by parental participation.

Discussions

Results showed that students' attitudes toward national values and
citizenship were significantly positively correlated with parents'
involvement, albeit at a low level. According to this research, parental
involvement, even at low levels, plays a significant role in helping
adolescents develop their civic awareness and sense of values. The
result corroborates the findings of Fauzia, Muhammad, and Aabida
(2016), who reported that parental involvement significantly influences
students’ academic achievement, emphasising the critical role parents
play in shaping both academic and attitudinal outcomes of their
children. However, this finding contrasts with that of Bankole and
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Ogunsakin (2015), who established that peer group influence, rather
than parental involvement, exerts a stronger and significant effect on
students’ academic performance. The divergence may be attributed to
differences in study focus, as the present study centers on attitudes
toward national values and citizenship rather than purely academic
achievement.

Resukts showed that the joint contribution of parents’ involvement and
social economic status on students’ attitude to National Values and
Citizenship. This indicates that the combined influence of family
engagement and economic background provides a supportive context
for the development of positive civic attitudes among students. This
result is consistent with that of Akomolafe and Veronica (2016), who
discovered that peer pressure and parental support work together to
predict students' academic achievement at the senior secondary school
level. The findings, on the other hand, go counter to those of Ajibade
(2016), who found that peer pressure and parental participation did not
significantly predict pupils' success in English reading comprehension.
The inconsistency may stem from variations in subject domain,
contextual factors, and the attitudinal rather than cognitive focus of the
present study.

Findings revealed that relative contribution of each of parents’
involvement and social economic status on Students’ Attitude to
National Values and Citizenship was not significant. This suggests that
while these variables are impactful when considered together, neither
exerts a sufficiently strong standalone influence on students’ civic
attitudes. This finding is consistent with Akhtar and Zarina (2011), who
observed that parental pressure positively affects students’ academic
achievement, whereas peer pressure exerts a negative influence,
underscoring the complexity of social factors in shaping student
outcomes. However, the result negates the finding of Ajibade (2016),
who reported a significant influence of peer group on students’ learning.
The discrepancy highlights the contextual sensitivity of social
influences and reinforces the need to examine students’ attitudes toward
national values beyond conventional academic performance indicators.
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Conclusion

Parental socio-economic level and parental engagement are
significantly related to students’ attitudes toward national values and
citizenship. While neither factor individually predicted attitudes in a
significant manner, their combined effect highlights the importance of
both material resources and active involvement by parents in shaping
positive civic dispositions. The study concludes that fostering students’
commitment to national values and responsible citizenship requires a
holistic approach that integrates family support, socio-economic
stability, and school-based civic education.

Recommendations

The study recommended that parents should be actively encouraged by
schools to be concerned with their children's moral, civic, and academic
progress. This could include workshops on civic education, regular
parent-teacher meetings directing on value formation, and structured
volunteer opportunities for parents within the school. Government and
community representatives should work on programmes that address
socio-economic barriers affecting families. Providing scholarships,
learning resources, and extracurricular opportunities for learners from
low-SES backgrounds can reduce differences and create an enabling
environment for the internalisation of civic values. Programmes for
civic education that actively involve families should be created by
educators and school officials. Assignments, projects, or community
service initiatives that call for parental supervision or cooperation can
aid in bridging the gap between value transmission at home and in the
classroom.
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